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Sinfonia Cymru Celebrates World Environment Day with unique event at National Museum Cardiff.

Sinfonia Cymru is shaking up the classical music scene in Wales. Known as one of the most dynamic orchestras in the UK, they pride themselves on delivering innovative projects that make classical music accessible to everyone in Wales. On Thursday the 5th of June, World Environment Day 2025, they’ll host Songs of the Skies, a one-off event at the National Museum Cardiff, a day where musicians, environmentalists and the public will come together to explore the impact of the climate crisis on migratory birds, through live music, film, workshops and talks.

Sinfonia Cymru’s Chief Executive Caroline Tress said, “All our musicians are under 30, many of them are passionate environmentalists and climate activists. Music is a powerful language; it sparks discussions and tells a story and we’re proud to be using our music and voices to bring people together and celebrate the beautiful natural world around us in new and extraordinary ways”

As part of the Songs of the Skies event, Sinfonia Cymru will present a special multi-artform 60-minute concert, once at lunchtime and repeated in the evening. Audiences will experience a variety of music inspired by nature, including the world premiere of Sinfonia Cymru’s new commission ‘Chasing Sunlight’. 

This powerful audio-visual concerto written Mark David Boden, a Composer and Lecturer at RWCMD Cardiff, explores the impact of climate change on migratory birds. It’s has been chosen by the prestigious PRSF Foundation to appear in their New Music Biennial events in London and Bradford this summer. Sinfonia Cymru was one of just a handful of UK organisations selected, and the only representative from Wales. Audiences in Cardiff will get an exclusive preview of ‘Chasing Sunlight’, performed by Sinfonia Cymru musicians and award-winning violinist Fennella Humphreys.

Mark David Boden said; "I'm thrilled to be collaborating with Sinfonia Cymru once again. Chasing Sunlight for violinist Fenella Humphreys is a piece that has been in my thoughts for a long time as an immersive experience for audiences, combining musical and visual elements inspired by the remarkable migrations of Arctic Terns. I’m really looking forward to presenting this preview in Cardiff with Sinfonia Cymru and Fenella ahead of performances around the UK”.

As part of the event, attendants will experience beautiful footage of local birds filmed at RSPB Newport Wetlands by members of Cardiff’s Oasis One World Choir;
 
“It’s been wonderful collaborating with Sinfonia Cymru on this project. As a choir of people seeking sanctuary from over 25 countries, we understand that, just as birds migrate to survive, many of us had no choice but to leave our homes. Through music, and singing together, we find connection and a way to live through our experiences. After all, birds never migrate alone—perhaps it’s their togetherness that keeps them strong.” Emily Agbaso, Oasis One World Choir.

The two concerts will also celebrate the music of Welsh composer Claire Victoria Roberts, with the World Premiere of her brand-new septet “Trade Off”, as well as her psychedelic ‘street art opera’ Out of Time (commissioned by Music Theatre Wales), which you can experience through video projections and headphones. Other events during the day include a composer workshop with students from RWCMD Cardiff, led by the composer Mark David Boden; behind the scenes tours of rarely seen bird exhibits at the Museum, led by National Museum curators; presentations and talks about migratory birds; and a joyful choir performance by Oasis One World Choir, which includes a new song written collaboratively by the choir and Sinfonia Cymru musicians Joy Becker and Darren Gallacher to mark World Environment Day. 

Songs for the Skies is free and suitable for all ages. Free tickets can be booked through Sinfonia Cymru’s website. It begins with the lunchtime concert at 1pm, with the evening concert at 6pm. For the full timetable please visit www.sinfonia.cymru 

To arrange interviews or press passes, please contact Heulwen Davies, Marketing Consultant at Sinfonia Cymru at heulwen@llaiscymru.wales or 07817591930 or Caroline Tress, Chief Executive at Sinfonia Cymru on caroline@sinfonia.cymru. 
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Notes to editors:
 
About Sinfonia Cymru

Sinfonia Cymru is all about taking world class music and musical experiences to the heart of Welsh communities for all to enjoy. Our mission is to break down the barriers and make classical music accessible to everyone in Wales. Sinfonia Cymru’s musicians are all under 30 and amongst the best musicians in the UK today. Unlike most orchestras we don’t have a conductor, we empower and support our musicians to take the lead and give them the freedom to choose the music, and we give them the space to collaborate to put their own stamp on the pieces. Our repertoire is mainly classical but with a twist, we perform all genres of music and collaborate with world class and diverse soloists like Syr Bryn Terfel, Jess Gillam, Abel Selaocoe and Gruff Rhys to provide unique and memorable experiences for our audiences. 

About Mark David Boden
Mark is a composer and also lectures at RWCMD, Cardiff, where he himself took his first step into music by studying with Peter Reynolds, before continuing his studies at the Royal College of Music, graduating with Distinction from the MMus course in Advanced Composition in 2011.
He’s won many awards; the Worshipful Company of Musicians Silver Medal (2008), the LSQ New Music Competition First Prize (2008), the Composer's of Wales William Mathias Composition Prize (2009), The Friends of the Music of St. Giles Cathedral Composition Competition (2010), the British Composer Awards (BASCA) Student Competition (2010) and the University of St. Andrews 600th Anniversary Composition Competition (2011). In 2015 he was awarded the prestigious John Clementi Collard Fellowship from the Worshipful Company of Musicians and was re-awarded the fellowship in 2017. Mark was made an associate of the Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama in 2018.

About Fenella Humphreys

With her playing described in the press as “alluring”, “unforgettable” and “a wonder”, Fenella is one of the UK’s most established and versatile violinists, who has captured international attention. She won the 2023 BBC Music Magazine Premiere Recording Award and also the 2018 BBC Music Magazine Instrumental Award .
She performs widely as a soloist and with chamber orchestras. Her recent album of Sibelius’ solo works with BBC National Orchestra of Wales and George Vass has been featured in BBC Radio 3’s Building a Library, Gramophone Magazine’s Guide to the Concerto, and was Album of the Week on Scala Radio. 
For the launch of Apple Music Classical in April 2023, Fenella was one of a handful of artists invited to record a ‘Classical Session’ at home, alongside Daniel Barenboim, Beatrice Rana and Gautier Capuçon.
Fenella plays on a G.B. Guadagnini violin kindly on loan from Jonathan Sparey.
 
 

